
George Lehr, President
1957–1961

NASSAU

SUFFOLK

Abraham Greenberg, President
1961–1963

Gilbert Henoch, President
1963–1965

Terry Olewitz, President
1965–1967

Jack Darcy, President
1962–1965

1960
Nassau starts Buddy Program

1964
Nassau holds first 
Dinner Dance

1962
NYABIC Suffolk 
is formed by Jack 
and Beverly Darcy

1957
Nassau ACLD is 
founded by a group 
of families known 
as NY Association 
for Brain Injured 
Children, Nassau 
Chapter

60 Years
of ACLD

ACLD has come a long way 
from its modest beginning 
in 1957 when a group of 
families came together to 
advocate for services for their 
children with disabilities. This 
timeline serves as a collective 
memory of the proud journey 
that now spans six decades 
of creating an enviable life 
for the people we support.



Raymond Schleicher, President
1967–1969

Rod Goffin, President
1965–1967

Dr. Richard Abbett, President
1967–1969

1968–1969  
Lila Blum, first 
Executive Director 
of ACLD 

1966
Suffolk opens 
Camp LaMann

Ruth Cherry, President
1969–1971

Emerita Tiedemann, President
1970–1972

Dinner Dance circa 1972



Lawrence Appel, President
1971–1973

Arthur Engel, President
1973–1975

Hal Balk, President
1975–1977

Dr. Walter Pinsker, President
1972–1974

Linda Blitzer, President
1974–1976

1974  
Nassau opens 
first Residential 
Program, TRYA

1974  
Nassau begins 
summer Preschool 
Program

1973
Suffolk incorporates as 
Association for Children with 
Learning Disabilities (ACLD), 
Suffolk Chapter

Nassau ACLD’s Professional Advisory 
Board (from left to right) Phoebe 
Lazarus, George Singfield, Ralph 
Zalma, Ruth Gold, Ruth Cherry

Red Buttons (left) helps ACLD 
raise much needed funds at 
the annual Dinner Dance

60 Years
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1975
Nassau incorporates as 
Association for Children with 
Learning Disabilities (ACLD), 
Nassau Chapter

Art Engel, President 
of ACLD (right), 
welcomes Geraldo 
Rivera as an honored 
guest to the Dinner 
Dance

Nancy Ginsberg, President
1976–1978

1977 
Nassau receives CETA Title 
VI Project Grant for a Life 
Adjustment Project

Carl Woltin, President
1977–1979

Raymond Schleicher, President
1979–1981

Burt Markowitz, President
1978–1980

Elaine Hillen, President
1980–1981

1979  
Nassau opens 
SLF (Supported 
Living Facilities)

1979  
Nassau opens 
Satellite 
Program

(from left to right) Hal Balk, Art Engel, 
Aaron Liebowitz, Sandy Gropper and 
Ray Schleicher pose for a photo at the 
Dinner Dance

 

ber 



1980 
Nassau opens Lynbrook 
and West Hempstead 
ACLD Residences

1981 
Nassau 
opens East 
Meadow ACLD 
Residence

1981 
Education 
Consultation 
becomes a service

1982 
Nassau opens 
Seaford and 
Thomaston ACLD 
Residences

1982 
Nassau opens 
first Adult Day 
Treatment 
Program in 
Albertson

1982 
Nassau opens 
first Adult Day 
Treatment Program 
in Albertson

1983 
Nassau opens Carl 
M. Woltin Center 
for Independent 
Living

Lynbrook 

Lila Blum (far left) and Hal Balk (far 
right) enjoy a moment with Melba 
Moore and Alfonse D’Amato

Sandy Gropper, President
1982–1984

Dr. Richard Abbett, President
1981–1982

Donald Mitzner, President
1982–1984

Thomaston 

Thomaston 

Thomaston 

1982
Nassau celebrates 
25th Anniversary

ving 

1980 
Aaron Liebowitz, 
second Executive 
Director of ACLD 1984 

Suffolk and Nassau 
ACLD merge 
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Hal Balk, President
1984–1987

1984 
ACLD’s name 
changes to Long 
Island Association 
for Children with 
Learning Disabilities  

1986 
Children’s Preschool and 
Early Intervention Services 
begin serving 15 infants 
at home and 42 preschool 
children at Bay Shore 
Jewish Center 

1987
ACLD 
establishes 
Development 
Department

1987
Dix Hills, Great 
Neck and Russell 
Gardens ACLD 
Residences open

1986 
Oceanside and 
Oyster Bay ACLD 
Residences open  

1986 
Census says over 
100 residents live 
in ACLD homes 

1986 
Employment 
Programs begin 
under the Job 
Training Partnership 
Act (JTPA) 

1986 
Supported 
Employment 
becomes a 
signature service 
with more than 100 
employed, and the 
first Employment 
Recognition 
Breakfast is held as 
ACLD becomes a 
leader in the field 
of employment 
for people with 
disabilities

Oyster 

The new Board of 
Long Island ACLD

	
1982	Nassau	Opens	First	Adult	Day	Treatment	Program	in	Albertson		 1983	Nassau	Opens	Carl	M.Woltin	Center	for	Independent	Living	

1984	Nassau	and	Suffolk	ACLD	Merge	

1984	ACLD’s	Name	Changes	to	Long	Island	Association	for	Children	with	Learning	Disabilities,	Inc.		 1984	Variety	Club	of	New	York	Donates	a	Van	for	the	Recreation	Program	



Ellen Spiegel, President
1991–1997

1988 
Roslyn Heights and Syosset 
ACLD Residences open

1989
Article 28 Clinic Services begin

1989
ACLD opens Transitional Day 
Treatment in Hauppauge

1989
ACLD’s first Day 
Habilitation Program, 
OASIS begins

1990
Kramer Learning 
Center opens in Bay 
Shore for children 
with special needs 
and their peers 
without disabilities, 
with 230 students 
focusing on inclusion

1990
ACLD starts 
Respite Care

1990
ACLD starts Medicaid 
Waiver Program

1990
Future Planning 
Programs start

1991
Circle of 
Commitment 
Giving Program is 
implemented

1991
Wildwood ACLD 
Residence opens

1990
ACLD establishes 
Human Resources 
Department

1991 
ACLD’s name 
changes to Adults 
and Children with 
Learning and 
Developmental 
Disabilities, Inc. 

Chichester 

60 Years
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1992
Chichester 
ACLD 
Residence 
opens

Chichester 

Donald Mitzner, President
1988–1990



Dr. Richard Dibble, President
1998–2000

1993
Northport ACLD 
Residence opens

1994
Alice Court ACLD 
Residence opens

1996
Hawthorne ACLD Residence opens

1996
First Day Habilitation 
Program opens

1997
ACLD 
Community 
Trust opens

1997
ACLD develops 
Drop-In 
Wellness Center 

1999
ACLD wins Long 
Island Family Friendly 
Employer (LIFFE) 
Award1995

Adult Day Treatment 
Program moves 
to ACLD’s Lindner 
Campus

ns 

Northport 

1993
Groundbreaking for 
ACLD’s Lindner Campus

1994
ACLD’s Lindner 
Campus opens

1999
St. James ACLD 
Residence opens

1999
Kramer Learning 
Center is named 
Model Program for 
Project INTEGRATE

1999
Relationship begins 
with Head Start and 
Children’s Services 
in Bay Shore

r 

Gail Mitzner (right) receives 
award from Ellen Spiegel 
(left) at Circle of Commitment 
Brunch in 1993



Gregory LiCalzi, President
2001–2010

2000 
ACLD becomes 
affiliated with 
North Shore-LIJ

2000 
Medicaid Service 
Coordination 
(MSC) begins

2002 
Women’s Health 
Services begin in 
Health Services 
Center 

2002 
ACLD Center for Learning 
is created 

2002 
Golden Opportunities 
Program with activities for 
older individuals is created 

2002 
Connections Program is 
developed for people on 
the autism spectrum 

2001 
First annual Dinner 
Dance is held

2001 
Oakdale, Plainview, Sayville and 
Ronkonkoma ACLD Residences open

2001 
ACLD acquires 
Greenvale Day Services 
and Respite from DDI

2001 
ACLD expands operations 
at Gail and Don Mitzner 
Community Services Center 
in Melville

2001 
BRIDGES Day Habilitation 
Program opens in Farmingdale

2002 
Straight Path ACLD 
Residence opens

 

Oakdal

Plainvie

Sayvill

Ronkonkoma 

Sayvill

Ronkonkoma 

Plainvie

Sayvill

Ronkonkoma 
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2001 
Circle of 
Commitment Giving 
Program supports 
Residential Programs



2003 
Initial conversion of Day 
Services is complete

2004 
Healy ACLD 
Residence opens

2006 
Sejon ACLD 
Residence opens

2013 
ACLD Health 
Center Opens

2007 
Phelps ACLD 
Residence opens

2009 
Autumn Drive and 
East Hills ACLD 
Residences open

2014 
Ribbon cutting for The Alan and 
Ellen Spiegel Children’s Center in 
Bay Shore with 49 children enrolled

2012 
Center for Learning 
(CFL) embraced 
utilization of 
e-Learning as part 
of ACLD Employee 
Training

2013 
Groundbreaking for 
The Alan and Ellen 
Spiegel Children’s 
Center in Bay Shore2004 

BRIDGES Day 
Habilitation 
Program opens 
in Levittown

2004 
Dental services 
begin in Health 
Services Center

2004 
ACLD receives one of eight 
statewide COMPASS designations 
from OMRDD in recognition of 
high-quality services

Joseph J. Ortego, President
2011–present



2015 
Balance Incentive Program 
(BIP) Grant from OPWDD 
awarded to ACLD to start 
RewearAble Program

2015 
ACLD Cleaning Service 
employs people with 
developmental disabilities

2015 
Implementation of Medisked and 
Tele-Med Services to manage 
information and all aspects of care 
for the people ACLD supports

2015 
ACLD begins 
an Agency 
Transportation 
System 

2015 
ACLD Cleaning Service 
contracts provided through 
NYSID expand services to 
include Heckscher State Park 
and Huntington Department 
of Motor Vehicles

2015 
CFL e-Learning 
significantly 
expanded

2014 
Robert C. Goldsmith, 
third Executive 
Director of ACLD

60 Years
of ACLD

2015 
Magnolia Manor ACLD 
Residence opens

2015 
ACLD Health Center becomes a 
Federally Qualified Health Center 
(FQHC) and is renamed the Charles 
Evans Health Center



Doris Shaw, 
The Enviable 
Life Ball 2015

2016 
Melville Estates 906, 
Melville Estates 910, 
Ontario and Rainbow 
Commons ACLD 
Residences open

2016 
Residential operations 
expands through the 
acquisition of six group 
Intermediate Care 
Facilities (ICF) formerly 
operated by OPWDD

2016 
Robert Ciatto, first 
Chief Operating 
Officer of ACLD

Don, Gail and Alan Mitzner

2016 
Development 
Department starts 
Volunteer Program

2016 
Supplemental Group Day 
Habilitation (STRIVE) begins

2016 
First ACLD 
Walk/Run 
is held

2016 
Sensory garden outdoor classroom is 
added at Kramer Learning Center

2016 
ACLD invests in smart board 
and other technologies 
to expand meeting and 
training capacities at 
multiple Bethpage locations

2016 
ACLD receives 
Dual Accreditation 
from Council 
on Quality and 
Leadership (CQL)



2016 
RewearAble starts and 
employs seven people 
supported by ACLD, 
and clothing collection 
for first year totals over 
30,000 pounds

2017 
Growth of preschool enrollment at The Alan and 
Ellen Spiegel Children’s Center reaches 103 students 
and a new program begins with full 5 1/2-hour day 
self-contained classes

2017 
Program Without Walls 
secures permanent location 
in Levittown

Rich Breuninger and 
Bob Goldsmith, ACLD 
Foundation 2017 
Annual Golf Outing

Ellen Alexander, Anne 
and Tom Emmerson, 

ACLD Foundation 2017 
Annual Golf Outing

Alan Spiegel, ACLD Foundation President
2016–present

60 Years
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2017 
Bob Goldsmith visits Poland making 
a deal to secure worldwide buyers 
for RewearAble clothing 

2017 
Planning for the expansion of 
The Alan and Ellen Spiegel 
Children’s Center begins in 
order to add four classrooms, 
additional space for after-school 
program and a connector 
between the building and gym



2017 
RewearAble Program grows to 
nine employees with 60,000 
pounds of clothing collected

2017 
ACLD’s RewearAble Program 
receives Long Island Imagine 
Award for Innovation

2017 
Bob Goldsmith 
receives Long 
Island Business 
News Executive 
Circle Award

2017 
ACLD Residential Program grows to 36 
houses with 320 people living in supervised 
residences and 39 apartments with 64 
people living in Supportive Residential 
Alternative Program

2017 
Rainbow Commons 918, 
Rainbow Commons 913 and 
Rainbow Commons 923 ACLD 
Residences open

2017 
ACLD receives 
approval from Town 
of Oyster Bay for an 
Affordable Housing 
Project


